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were never expressed, nor even entertained ; at the same time
it is not now requisite to pursue the subject further, for the
reason that a fuller account of my views is now in the hands
of the printer, and will, I trust, shortly appear in the pages
of THE LANCET. I Am Sir mnr obedient servant.

C. D. ARNOTT, M.D

THE SURGERY OF THE WAR.

THE SANITARY CONDITION OF THE BRITISH ARMY
IN THE CRIMEA

DURING THE WEEK ENDING JANUARY 5TH.

THE Inspector-General of Hospitals states :-The health of
the army continues satisfactory, and the mortality, exclusive
of the Land Transport Corps, very low indeed. There is an
evident improvement in the health of the Land Transport
Corps this week, and from the judicious measures that have
been adopted by Col. Wetherall in its management I think
this will continue.

Catarrhal affections are now the most prominent class of
diseases; many of these are of a trifling character, but in some
few instances, where there was organic disease of the lungs,
death has ensued. Two, if not three, out of the limited num-
ber of deaths which have occurred in the regular army this
week may be justly ascribed, I regret to say, to the men’s own
imprudence. Febrile complaints and bowel affections have
greatly subsided, and only two deaths from the former, and
three from the latter took place in the whole army during the
week. The remainder of the casualties in the list under these
heads occurred in the Land Transport Corps; indeed 14 out of
the total number of deaths (29) which occurred were in that
corps alone, and 11 of these were from fever. A happy con-
trast this to the same week last year, when the deaths
amounted to 218, and the number of bowel complaints to 2352,
instead of 359, out of a force 20,733 less than it is now-a
gratifying change in the sanitary condition of the army, the
result of better arrangements and less duty. A large portion
of the army is hutted this winter, and those that are not in
huts have better tents than they had last winter, and many
other comforts which were then unattainable.
The following is an abstract of the admissions and deaths

under the leading heads of disease :-

The ratio of admissions to strength has been, exclusive of
the Land Transport, 2’11 per cent.; with the Land Transport,
2’12; deaths to strength, exclusive of Land Transport, 0’03;
with the Land Transport, 0 ’05 ; sick to healthy, exclusive of
Land Transport, 6 ’52; inclusive of Land Transport, 6 ’28 per
cent. During the week ending Jan. 5th, 1855, the admissions
to’strength were in the ratio of 9 ’44 per cent.; the deaths to
strength, 0’73; and the sick to healthy, 16’15 per cent.

SCOTLAND.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, EDINBURGH.&mdash;Some time since, the
Association of Graduates petitioned the Town Council and
Senatus Academicus for the use of the library in connexion
with the College : the Town Council at once referred the matter
to the Senatus, and on Saturday last the latter unanimously
granted the petition, and a committee of management was
formed to carry out the resolution.
LEITH HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY.&mdash;WE regret to learn

that the pecuniary embarrassment which the Royal Infirmary

is at present suffering under, has also extended to the Leith
Hospital. Whilst the Edinburgh public are so watchful of
tlieir "moral welfare" and M’Kenzie Acts, it appears that
medical institutions and public charities are suffered to languish
and decay. This hospital, which has been found of great
benefit to the poor and suffering of Leith, affording relief to
upwards of 3000 patients yearly, is now placed in an embar-
rassing situation, from a deficiency in the funds. We hope
some measure will shortly be adopted likely to afford a per-
manent assistance to both the institutions, which at present
are suffering in the manner stated.
THE M’DoUG-ALL-BRISBANE PRIzE.-The Council of the

Royal Society have announced the conditions of the above
prize, the competition for which is open to all scientific men
of the united kingdom. The subject proposed for the prize of
1856-57, is the following: " A Biographical Notice of a Scotch-
man Eminent in Science ; including an Estimate of the Influ-
ence and Importance of his Discoveries." The following names
have been suggested by the Council for the biographies :
Maclaurin, Black, Monro (primus and secundus); several of
the family of Gregory, Hall, Jameson, &c. The first award
will be in the form of a gold medal of fifteen guineas value.
THE THOMSONIAN BEQUEST-" WHAT NEXT, AND NEXT."

- Although several weeks have passed away, during which
time letters, articles, and speeches innumerable, have been
published on the question, still the report of the college com-
mittee has not been made, although anxiously awaited by
scientific men. The facts of the case are simply that Dr.
Thomson left a valuable collection of minerals, and a sum of
money to establish a lectureship in connexion with these
minerals. The provost, magistrates, and four officials, were
appointed patrons of this lectureship and keepers of the pro-
perty ; but the property, it is stated, still reposes in packing-
cases, and has never yet been arranged or collected in the
cabinets. No lecturer (till this last week) has been appointed
in terms of the bequest, and no fifth of the money has been
expended about the collection. How the money has been
expended is a question at once interesting and curious.
Bailie Brown Douglas offered an explanation, which explana-
tion was not satisfactory. A committee of enquiry was
formed, and several weeks have passed, and no report seems
forthcoming, but, mirabile dict1t! in the meantime a Thom-
sonian lecturer has been established, and thus one neglect
acknowledged and remedied. Why, then, is the report with-
held ? and are we still to enquire "What next ?" Will the
report, when it does come, be a subterfuge. We trust not.
If the bequest has been neglected and mismanaged, let it be
frankly stated, and a new course at once adopted before it is
too late. Already, a lecturer has been appointed, and ere long
let the minerals, too, be arranged and collected in accordance
with the will of the generous mineralogist and learned donor.

Medical News.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.&mdash;The following gentle-

men having undergone the necessary examinations for the
diploma, were admitted Members of the College at the meeting
of the Court of Examiners on the 25th inst. :-

BLADES, CHARLES CORBETT, Tattershall, Lincolnshire.
COLES, RICHARD, Cerne Abbas, Dorsetshire.
FRESHFIELD, PHILIP WILLIAM, Harwich.
GIBBONS, HENRY, Wolverhampton.
HART, GRATIANUS CHARLES BARRY, Bristol.
HINE, SAMUEL DANIEL, Nottingham.
JOYCE, WILLIAM, Blackforclby, Leicestershire.
LLOYD, EDMUND, Richmond, Surrey.
MACGOWAN, ALEXANDER THORBURN, New Galloway,

Scotland.
MASTERS, MAXWELL TYLDEN, Canterbury.
MILES, THOMAS, Islington.
OAKFS, FREDERICK ASTON, Army.
O’LEARY, EUGENE FRANCIS, Army.
PENFOLD, HENRY, Army.
SHELSWELL, DANIEL, Shenington, near Banbury, Oxon.

At the same meeting of the Court, Messrs. EDWARD PEARCE
and JOHN FREDERICK PRITCHARD passed their examinations
for Naval Surgeons; these gentlemen had previously been ad-
mitted Members of the College, their diplomas bearing date
respectively June 6th, 1845, and April 20th. 1849.
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APOTHECARIES’ HALL. - Names of gentlemen who
passed their examination in the science and practice of Medi-
cine, and received certificates to practise, on

Thursday, January 24th, 1856.

BELL, WILLIAM, Preston, Lancashire.
MELLER, CHARLES JAMES, Brighton.
SANDERS, ALFRED, Gravesend.
TERRY, EDWARD BACHELOR, Westerham, Kent.
WESTON, EDWARD FRANCIS, Wellington, Salop.

APPOINTMENTS.&mdash;Dr. Barnes has been elected Visiting-
Physician to the Seamen’s Hospital, Dreadnought. Mr. John
Hall has been appointed House-Surgeon to the Sheffield General
Infirmary.
ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL, GRAy’S-INN-LANE. - The

Twenty-eighth Annual General Meeting of the Governors and
Subscribers of this Charity was held at the Hospital, on Tues-
day last. The meeting was presided over by Mr. Spottiswoode,
one of the Vice-Presidents of the Institution.
Mr. FENN, the secretary, read the report of the committee

of management for the past year. The report stated that,
though in some respects the public events of the day had
tended to diminish the amount of support upon which this, in
common with other charities of the metropolis, had hitherto
been accustomed to rely, the committee had, nevertheless,
been enabled so to conduct the affairs of the institution, that
at the close of the year they had the satisfaction of con-

gratulating the friends and supporters of the charity upon
having achieved an amount of benefit to the suffering poor,
inferior only to the preceding year, and more than equal to
that which they had the happiness to accomplish in any former
year. The number of patients relieved during the past year
had amounted to upwards of 39,891. It would be in the
recollection of the public that, after the death of the late Duke
of Sussex, a subscription was entered into for the erection of a
monument to his memory, and after several meetings of the
subscribers, it was decided that the most suitable mode of

carrying out the object would be the erection of a wing to the
Royal Free Hospital, to be called the " Sussex Wing," with a
statue of his Royal Highness in front. That important work
had been commenced during the past year, and was nearly
completed. The committee had by means of legacies, received
during the year, been enabled to pay off a considerable portion
of the debt, unavoidably postponed by the great pressure on
the charity in the years 1853 and 1854. The practice adopted
of supplying destitute patients on leaving the hospital with
elothes and small sums of money, continued to produce the
most gratifying results. The committee had pleasure in calling
the attention of the governors to the services of the hono-
rary medical officers - Dr. Marsden, the founder of the

charity ; Drs. Brinton, Hassall, and Glover, physicians; Dr.

Henry Bennet, physician-accoucheur; Messrs. T. Wakley,
W. Cooke, De M&eacute;ric, surgeons; T. Jackson, stirgeon-accoucheur;
Messrs. A. Marsden and Gamgee, assistant-surgeons ; and Dr.
O’Connor, who was performing the duties of Dr. Glover during
his absence in the Crimea. The committee congratulated the
governors on having obtained the services of the Rev. J. B.
Owen, a clergyman of the highest professional qualifications,
as chaplain, and the report concluded by the committee con-
gratulating the governors on the continued success of the
charity, and humbly hoping that it would, under God’s bless-
ing, continue to prosper; and that, as it proceeded, its useful-
ness might be more felt and acknowledged by the public at

large, its efforts more effectually sustained by the benevolent,
and its benefits more widely diffused amongst the afflicted.
From the financial statement it appeared that there had

been, during the year, received in annual subscriptions
&pound;1454 10s. 6d., in donations &pound;2131 12s. 10d., and in legacies
&pound;2658 14s. 7d., making a total of &pound;6244 17s. 11d., while there
had been expended in payment of old debts &pound;2486 7s. 5d.,
and in payments for the year 1855, &pound;3745 2.s. 3d., making a
total of expenditure during the year of .;86231 9s. 8d.
PLYMOUTH ROYAL EYE INFIRMARY.&mdash;Dr. Butter has

resigned the physicianship of the Plymouth Royal Eye In-
firmary, after thirty-four years’ service, in consequence of Ithreatened loss of vision from glaucoma and blindness in the
left, and gutta serena in the riht eye ; diseases which, as he
expresses in his letter of resignation, have been his especial
study. Dr. Moore has also resigned the surgeoncy of the

Infirmary. It is understood that Dr. Moore will be elected

physician vice Dr. Butter, who is requested to become con-
sulting Dhvsician.

COURT OF QUEEN’S BENCH, WESTMINSTER, JAN. 30TH.
&mdash;Ex PARTE THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.-Mr. J.
WILDE, Q. C., moved for a rule calling upon Henry Frederick
Hodgson, a person residing at Cradley-heath, in the county of
Stafford, to show cause why a criminal information should not
be filed against him for the forgery of a diploma of membership
of the Royal College of Surgeons. It appeared from the state.
ment made by the learned counsel, that Hodgson had been
assistant to a surgeon named Higgs, in the same place, and on
his death he gave it out that he was going to practise as a sur-
geon on his own account. In order to satisfy the public that
he was duly qualified to practise as a surgeon, he invited several
persons into his house to inspect his diploma, which was hang-
ing up in his sitting-room, framed and glazed. The name of
" Hodgson " appeared to have been written over an erasure;
and upon further examination, it turned out that the year 1850
had been altered to 1855, and that one of the examiners who
had signed the diploma was an examiner in the year 1850, but
was not so in the year 1855. It also appeared on the affidavit
of the Secretary of the Royal College of Surgeons that the
number of the diploma was 25,921, and that no diploma with
so high a number had been ever given. The number of Mr.
Higgs’s diploma was 2592. There was no doubt, from these
facts, that the diploma exhibited was Higgs’s diploma altered
so as to suit Hodgson’s purpose. It was also stated that
Hodgson, by representing that he was duly qualified to prac-
tise as a surgeon, had got himself appointed vaccinator by the
board of guardians, but his appointment had since been re-
scinded on the discovery that he was not duly qualified. Upon
this statement of facts it was clear that Mr, Hodgson had been
guilty of hanging up in his room, and putting forth to the
world, as a diploma of the College of Surgeons, a document
which had never been granted to him as a diploma. He had
thus been guilty of a forgery at common law, and was indict-
able for the misdemeanour.
Lord CAMPBELL said, he had some doubt whether this case

required festinum remedium by criminal information; or,
whether it ought not to be left, as cases of this sort generally
were, to be prosecuted by indictment.
Mr. Justice CROMPTON said, the parties ought to go before

a grand jury, and have the depositions taken in the ordinary
way, unless there was some great reason for the Court to
exercise their prerogative.
Lord CAMPBELL said, he had no doubt of the power of the

Court to grant the information ; but he doubted whether they
ought to put it to the accused to confess his guilt. So far
as the public interest was concerned, he (Lord Campbell) did
not see why the applicants did not go before a magistrate
and proceed by indictment.
Mr. WILDE admitted it was a matter entirely for the dis-

cretion of the Court. At the same time, the case was some-
what peculiar, and the College of Surgeons, feeling it to be
of the greatest importance that their diplomas should be
held sacred, were anxious to protect them.
Lord CAMPBELL said, the College of Surgeons would do well

to have the case investigated, and, if proved, the party should
be punished ; but his Lordship thought it was not a case in
which the Court ought to interfere.
The other Judges concurred.-Rule refused.
THE TyrHUS FEVER is committing great ravages at

Vienna, as many as 12,000 cases having occurred.
MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS AND BENEFIT SOCIETIES.-

Two actions have lately been tried in the county court of
Wolverhampton, in which Mr. Chamberlaine, a surgeon of that
town, sought to recover his charges from the trustees of two
benefit societies, for medical attendance on the members. In
the first case he submitted to a nonsuit, because the contract
was on unstamped paper ; and in the second case, he could
not prove the liability of the trustees, although the appoint-
ment was duly registered in the books of the society.
RUSSIAN STATISTICS.&mdash;From an interesting report lately

published by the Board of Trade, it appears, that before the
commencement of the present war, the population of tha
Russian Empire amounted to 53,137,150. It is also stated
that there was an excess of females over males of 412,889,
a difference which by this time the war must have consi-
derably increased.
Two SURGEONS NEARLY DROWNED.&mdash;Surgeons B. A.

Anderson ’and C. Harper, of H.M.S. Exmouth, narrowly
escaped drowning on Wednesday, the 23rd ult., at Devonport,
by the sinking, from overlading, of the boat conveying them
on board their vessel.
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THE ABERDEEN UNIVERSITIES.&mdash;At a meeting, on

Monday, the 21st ult., the graduates of Marischal College
adopted resolutions in favour of the union ; and it was re-
mitted to the committee to co-operate with the King’s Col-
lege graduates, and arrange a joint deputation to wait on the
Lord Advocate immediately.
THE LATE POISONING CASES.&mdash;At the close of a lecture

delivered on Monday evening, at the Bristol Philosophical
Institution, Mr. William Herapath, the eminent analytical
chemist and professor of toxicology, took the opportunity of
adverting to the state of alarm which had been produced in
the public mind by the recent alleged secret poisonings at
Rugeley, Manchester, and elsewhere. The apprehensions which
the cases to which he had referred had given rise had, he said,
been much increased by certain statements which had been put
forth, and which, as he understood them, were these --that
prussic acid could not be discovered in the system at more
than fourteen days, that strychnia could only be detected a
few hours after death, and that cocculus indicus could not be
detected at all. Now, he had himself detected the presence
of prussic acid in a human body after an interment of two
months; he had found cocculus indicus in dead fishes and in a
human body after it had been buried for ten months. The
difficulties in the way of detecting poisons of this class were
not, therefore, so insurmountable as some supposed, and he
hoped that the knowledge of the fact would have the effect of
reassuring the public mind.
ALLEGED CURE FOR HYDROPHOBIA. - M. Guerin-

Meneville lately brought before the French Academy of
Sciences a means of curing hydrophobia, which, he stated, is
practised in Russia with success. A little insect, the golden
cetonides, found in considerable quantities on rose trees, is

proved, when pounded to a powder, and administered inter-
nally, to produce a profound sleep, which sometimes lasts for
thirty-six hours, and which has the effect, in many cases, of
completely nullifying the hydrophobic affection. A dis-
tinguished entomologist of Russia, M. Motschouski, has tried
several experiments with this insect, and in most cases with
success.&mdash;Times.

ENGLISH COD-LIVER OIL.-A complaint has been lately
made before the Local Board of Health, of Hartlepool, of a
most offensive nuisance on the sands, the smell being so offensive
as to cause even fishermen to leave the pier towards which
the vapours were wafted. The nuisance turned out to be a
cauldron employed in the manufactnre of " English Cod-liver
Oil," from the livers of the liug-fish in the last stage of

decomposition.
SUSPECTED POISONING.&mdash;Thomas Bull Holland, Member

of the Manchester Medico-Ethical Association, has been
charged, with others, at the Manchester City Court-house,
with poisoning. The details resemble those of the Rugeley
case. It is understood that he has made a confession to
the effect that, being surgeon to the Diadem Insurance

Company for the District, the other prisoners had applied to
him to pass John Monaghan, father of one of the prisoners, as
a good life ; that subsequently they asked him, whilst making
in his surgery a solution of white-lead in water, if it could not
be done without assuming a milky colour ; and that he showed
them it could be done by making the solution with whisky.
There was reason to believe that some of the mixture had been
given to the old man Monaghan, who died some months ago,
when application was made for &pound;300, the insurance money ;
this, however, was refused. Mr. Holland’s disclosures have
led to the belief that two other persons have been similarly
poisoned. The counsel for the prosecution applied to have
Holland liberated from the dock, that he might be examined
as a witness. This was done, and an examination of some
hours made, in which, it is said, he prevaricated so as to
render it impossible to get half-a-dozen consecutive sentences
from him without contradictions. The case is still under in-
vestigation.
PUBLIC HEALTH; ACT REFUSED.&mdash;At a public meeting,

held at Smethwick, Staffordshire, the following resolution was
carried, after considerable discussion :-" That it is the opinion
and wish of this meeting that the Health of Towns Act be
not applied to this hamlet ; and the meeting respectfully
requests the chairman to communicate this to the General
Board in London, and ask them to forego taking any further
steps in the matter." The chairman, in his opening speech,
had said he was most desirous to see the Act adopted, with a
view to the general good and the permanent advantage of
the parish.

MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.&mdash;At the weekly meet-
ing of the Marylebone vestry, held last Saturday, in the Court-
house, Marylebone-lane, it was agreed that the election for
Medical Officer of Health, under the new Metropolis Manage-
ment Act, should take place on the 9th of February next, the
salary of the officer to be &pound;400 per annum, with the privilege
of practising. The secretary, Mr. Green well, was therefore
directed to advertise in THE LANCET and two of the morning
newspapers for candidates.-The medical committee, appointed
by the Paddington vestry to examine the claims of gentlemen
applying for the appointment of sanitary officer to the parish,
and to report thereon, have recommended the following, five
in number :-Mr. P. II. Bird, Dr. Holland, Dr. Graily Hewitt,
Dr. Handfield Jones, and Dr. Sanderson.-Mr. Lionel Beale
has been appointed Medical Officer of Health for the parish of
St. Martin-in-the-fields.

HEALTH OF LONDON DURING THE ’WEEK ENDING

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26. -The health of London is now in %
more satisfactory state than it has been usually at this period
of the year. In the week that ended on Saturday 1029 deaths,
of which 500 were those of mnles and 529 those of females,
were registered. In the ten corresponding weeks of the years
1846-55 the average number was 116:, which if raised in pro-
portion to increase of population becomes 1282. The deaths
in the present return are less than the corrected average by
253. Scarlatina has become less fatal than it was two months

ago. In November the deaths from it were about 70 in a
week ; last week they were 43. Hooping-cough, which has
rather increased lately, carried off 56 children ; and typhus
(which appears to prevail to some extent in the East districts)
was fatal in 44 cases. Four of these cases occurred in White-

chapel North; 3 of them in the workhouse. Three persons
died of innuenza ; 10 of erysipelas ; 8 of syphilis ; 17 of can-
cer ; 1 of carbuncle ; 1 of intemperance ; 2 of delirium tremens ;
1 from want ; 7 infants from want of breast-milk. It was
stated in last report that 10 deaths from typhus had occurred
in the London Fever Hospital between the llth and 19th
January. The return for last week contains 11 deaths that
have occurred there since the 19th, all caused by the same
disease.

Births, Marriages, and Deaths.
BIRTHS.&mdash;On the 22nd ult., at Hayle, Cornwall, the wife of

Edwin Edmonds, Esq., M.R.C.S.E., of a daughter.
On the 2211d ult., at Calverly Park, Tunbridge-wells, the

wife of C. F. Thompson, M.D., of Sussex-gardens, Hyde-park,
London, of a daughter.
On the 23rd ult., the wife of E. W. Pollard, M.R.C.S., &c.,

of Brompton-square, of a daughter.
On the 24th ult., at Craven-street, Strand, the wife of

Assistant-Surgeon J. Fitzpatrick, Madras Army, of a daughter.
On the 24th ult., at the Manor House, Chiswick, the wife

of Harrington Tuke, M. D., of a son.
On the 26th ult., at Thornhill-square, Islington, the wife of

Horatio Sillifi-,nt, Esq., M.R.C.S., of a son.
On the 28th ult., at Fakenham, the wife of H. Rudge, M.D.,

of a son.
On the 28th ult., at Queen’s-road, Bayswater, the wife of

Edward Riggall, Esq., M.R.C.S., &c., of a son, stillborn.

MARRIAGE.&mdash;On the 24th ult., at Ripon, R. Death, Esq.,
M.R.C.S., &c., Buckingham, to Anne, youngest daughter of
the late Timothy R. Holmes, Esq., of Bury St. Edmunds.

DEATHS.&mdash;On the 15th ult., Thomas Brenan, surgeon, R.N.,
at Southsea, after a long and painful illness, contracted on the
coast of Africa.
On the 22d ult., at Barham, near Canterbury, Edward Long,

M.D., aged 25, late of Downham-market, Norfolk.
On the 24th ult., at Higham Ferrers, W. H. Pope, L.S.A.,

aged 48, fifth son of the late Rev. James Pope, vicar of Great
Staughton, Huntingdonshire.
On the 25th ult., H. Monro, M.D., sen., late of Harley-

street, Cavendish-square, and Bushy, Herts, in his 67th year.
On the 27th ult., after a few days’ illness, at his residence,

City-terrace, City-road, R. Hills, M.D.
On the 28th ult., at Guildford-street, Mary Isabel, eldest

daughter of the late Scrope Hutchinson, M.D., of Dover.
On the 30th ult., Charlotte, wife of R. L. Haynes, Esq.,

F.R.C.S.E., of Holloway, aged fifty-two.


